
GUIDELINES TO REPORT A MARINE 
MAMMAL STRANDING

What is a stranding? 

An event where a marine mammal (or more than

one) arrives dead or alive on land or in shallow

water and is incapable of returning to deeper water

unassisted. When a marine mammal stranding

occurs, it is important to take into account different

considerations so that the information collected and

the report to the environmental authorities is as

complete as possible.

You could be the only source of information for 

the event!!!

This infographic provides a simple guide for the

minimum amount of data required to be

documented, such as characteristics that allow the

identification of a species of marine mammals

common in the southern Gulf of California.

Phase 1 Fresh: The animal died, but is still in a

good state, the eyes are hydrated, the coloring has

not changed, the baleen (whales) is still adhered in

the gums, etc.

Phase 2 Swollen: This stage is characterized by

the inflamed state of the carcass, principally in the

abdomen, caused by the accumulation of gases.

There could be ruptures of the skin; the coloration

of the organism is still visible.

Phase 3 Active putrefaction: A large amount of

mass is lost due to the release of fluids into the

environment and the scavenging activity of other

animals, which accelerates decomposition. In this

stage, which ends with the displacement of larvae,

the carcass gives off a strong odor.

Phase 4 Advanced putrefaction: As a

consequence of the loss of mass, decomposition

ceases. If the carcass is found in the dirt with

surrounding vegetation, there is an increase in

carbon and incorporation of various nutrients into

the soil.

Phase 5 Dry or remnants: It is possible to find

remnants of the carcass, such as dry skin,
cartilage, and bones.

*State of the animal

When a stranding occurs, it is possible that the

animal is alive, it died at the place where it

stranded or it washed ashore dead, so it is

important to mention the animal´s state:

Alive: the animal is alive but incapable of returning

to the sea.

Dead: the animal is in a state of decomposition.

NECESSARY INFORMATION

*Location and date of the stranding

If possible, take the coordinates with your cell

phone. If it is not possible, locate known places

(hotels, marinas, lighthouses, beaches, etc.) that

will help with the quick localization of the animal.
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* Example taken from the UK Cetacean Strandings 
Investigation Programme
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Example of phase 5 in a California sea lion 

Examples of the decomposition phases in a 
harbor porpoise
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*Photographs

Photographic evidence is of the utmost

importance. With this information, it is possible to

know the sex, decomposition state, species, and

other stranding details. It is recommended to take

the following images:

-Head

-Mouth

-Fins: dorsal, pectoral, caudal

-Complete body from different angles

-Panoramic shot where the complete animal and

some characteristics of the surrounding zone

(presence of a lighthouse, building, hills, etc.) can

be observed

-Genital zone

-Other close-up photos of details like bruises,

bites, cuts, nets, etc

*Information of the person reporting the event

It is very important that you provide your telephone

number or other medias of contact in case further

information is required.

a) Complete body of a common dolphin 

b) Head of a bottlenose dolphin 

c) Panoramic shot of a mass stranding of rough-toothed   

dolphins 

d) Close-up photo of mandibular trauma in a Guadalupe 

fur seal 

e) Tooth marks on a rough-toothed dolphin 

f) Genital zone of a cetacean species *

g) Genital zone of a pinniped; the testicles can be 

observed

d)

f)

g)

* Example taken from the UK Cetacean Strandings 
Investigation Programme

e)

If you find a stranded animal, call
PROFEPA (612-122-0787, ext. 18109),
C4 (911), via marine radio frequency to
the Harbor Master, or to the numbers
612-155-6609, 612-348-9168, or 612-
348-2155.

c)
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